Dear Friends,
Another year goes slip, sliding away. It was a good year
filled with lots of club activities: meetings, trips and
great parties.
My term as President is also slip, sliding away. This is my last President’s
Message before I turn the office over to our new President, Yonda Ashley
and her Executive Board. We are fortunate to have enthusiastic and talented
members to take over our reins.
I would like to thank all the members for their help in making the Shoreham
Garden Club the successful organization it is and I look forward to 2017.
Happy Holidays to All! Pa t
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“Gardening simply does not
allow one to be mentally old,
because too many hopes and
dreams are yet to be realized.”
Allan Armitage

“When one door closes, another door opens, but we so often look so long and so regretfully
upon the closed door, that we do not see the ones which open for us.”
– Alexander Graham Bell –
Every vital organization owes its birth and life to an exciting and daring idea. Almost 90 years ago, the
founders of The Shoreham Garden Club acted upon a shared vision, passion, and purpose, and here we
are today. The Club has evolved, keeping pace with the most current information and methods available;
from beautification to environmental issues concerning our local and global communities. The SGC is our
‘open door’ for the surrounding communities to come together to share and implement new and exciting
ideas. We are a team, and our success as a team, depends on how we see our personal goals in relation to
the goals of the Garden Club.
I will continue to be the Newsletter Editor with my goal being; to present information we share at our
events and keep you updated on our community events and celebrations, for your benefit. I will also be
assuming the position as President. As President, my ‘North Star’ will be our mission statement which you
can find on the first page. Last year, with the guidance of President Patricia Thompson, an important
change occurred. The statement; “Promote an interest in the advancement of sustainable gardening” was
added. As President, my goal will be to stay on top of what is current and do what is best for the
encouragement of a thriving, sustainable Garden Club and sustainable community.
I am looking forward to a productive and joyous year with all of you. Remember, the life of us gardeners
can be enhanced with the sociality of our club. Who wouldn't want cookies and see a member giving a
demo? A club that parties together, stays together! Enjoy the New Year,… Yo nd a
“No occupation is so delightful to me as the culture of the earth,
and no culture comparable to that of the garden.” ~ Thomas Jefferson
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Native Plants have become a hot topic in the last several years. Smart gardeners have come to realize that
native plants have some built-in advantages. The biggest is that these plants have been growing for
thousands of years and are well-adapted to the climate and soils. Insects and diseases are infrequent.
Choosing to include native plants in a home landscape can add variety plus give a glimpse of what that area
was at one time.
There are some new gardeners who assume that native plants and wildflowers are synonymous. They buy
seed packs for wildflowers and think this is the envelope for care-free, native, perennial plants. A wildflower pack
might have a few native plant seeds, but the vast majority of seeds are going to be something that blooms and has
escaped domestication somewhere. Many of those seeds are going to be for annuals, which means they will be
there one season. If the plant does not produce seeds or the seeds are not hardy in Michigan, that’s the end of
those plants. The wildflower packet can be a one-season wonder.
If buying a wildflower packet, read the pack for the contents. This is where have having a good knowledge of
flowers is important. For example, if the pack contained cosmos and corn poppies, they make a one-time
appearance. You may be lucky enough to have a few seeds come up another year. Other wildflowers that could be
included are wild carrot or Queen Anne’s lace. It is not native to the United States and is found currently in
staggering quantities across the state. Blue lupine is a native perennial, but requires very acidic soil to grow well.
•

Native plants could be purchased as seeds, but are often purchased as small plants. The
disadvantage is it’s more expensive, but the big advantage is the plant will be ready to bloom
sooner, thus producing seeds sooner.

Michigan State University Extension horticulture educators and Master Gardeners answering hotline
questions are frequently asked about converting an area in their yard to native plants. Some people want to
replace the lawn by sprinkling seeds over the grass. They are assuming the natives will be powerful enough to
overtake the lawn and kill it off. If this is done, they will get no plants for their effort. Seeds cannot reach the soil
because of the existing grass. It’s like sprinkling seeds in the tree tops. Native plants, either seeds or small plants,
cannot handle the competition. Existing grass should be removed and soil loosened. Watering is critical to the
plants’ survival for several years until a robust root system develops.
If you desire wildflowers, look to native plants to include in your landscaping. Besides being beautiful,
many native insect pollinators will be delighted you planted them – their native habitat is available again.
Submitted by Sheila Sussman
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The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) announced today that oak wilt, a tree fungus that
causes disease in oak trees, has been detected in Canandaigua, Ontario County.
This is the third location in New York State where oak wilt has been confirmed and the second location discovered in 2016. The
disease was confirmed in Islip earlier this year and had previously been found in Glenville in 2008 and 2013.
•

"If left untreated, oak wilt is a serious disease that can quickly spread and kill oak trees," said DEC Commissioner
Basil Seggos. "New York State is taking the detection of oak wilt in Canandaigua seriously and has already begun
implementing survey and control procedures recently used in Schenectady and Suffolk counties to contain and treat
the oak wilt infestation found in Canandaigua."

A concerned homeowner contacted Cornell Cooperative Extension after an oak tree on their property began dying with no
identifiable cause. Samples from the tree were sent to the Cornell Plant Disease Diagnostic Clinic, where they tested positive for the
fungus that causes the disease. There is no known treatment to contain and kill the oak wilt fungus other than to remove infected trees,
as well as any surrounding host oak trees.
An emergency order will be issued establishing a protective zone prohibiting the movement of oak material out of the
immediate area to prevent the fungus from spreading. Aerial and ground surveys will be conducted during the next few weeks to
identify additional trees that may be infected. DEC staff will contact property owners near the infected oaks to inform them about oak
wilt and request permission to examine oaks on their properties for signs of the disease.
•

Since the infested tree was discovered late in the growing season, only a small window exists to look for signs of the
disease before the natural loss of leaves during the fall makes it too difficult. Infected trees will be removed during
the winter months; surveys will resume in the spring when dead trees and signs of the fungus are more apparent.

A concerned homeowner contacted Cornell Cooperative Extension after an oak tree on their property began dying with no
identifiable cause. Samples from the tree were sent to the Cornell Plant Disease Diagnostic Clinic, where they tested positive for the
fungus that causes the disease. There is no known treatment to contain and kill the oak wilt fungus other than to remove infected trees,
as well as any surrounding host oak trees.
An emergency order will be issued establishing a protective zone prohibiting the movement of oak material out of the
immediate area to prevent the fungus from spreading. Aerial and ground surveys will be conducted during the next few weeks to
identify additional trees that may be infected. DEC staff will contact property owners near the infected oaks to inform them about oak
wilt and request permission to examine oaks on their properties for signs of the disease.
•

Since the infested tree was discovered late in the growing season, only a small window exists to look for signs of the
disease before the natural loss of leaves during the fall makes it too difficult. Infected trees will be removed during
the winter months; surveys will resume in the spring when dead trees and signs of the fungus are more apparent.

http://www.dec.ny.gov/press/press.html

Submitted by Kate Ventura
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The Shoreham Garden Club’s annual Holiday Celebration was held at the home of Yonda Ashley and Stephen Walker, for those who
haven’t been paying attention to the many missives sent over the last few months. Not knowing me very well, Yonda asked if I would
write a little blurb about the occasion. I didn’t have the heart to tell her that, as concerns the winter holidays, I am a curmudgeonly,
Scrooge-like sort who doesn’t like to decorate, mostly because it is too much like work, and the pressure of selecting gifts for people
really works on my last nerve. Of course, I am kind of cranky in the summer as well; I am the kind of older person who would be
yelling at kids to stay off my lawn, but I don’t have a lawn.
However, from the moment that Ronnie and I were greeted at the door by Yonda and Stephen, a blast of personal warmth and
welcome exuded from them and instantly made us feel relaxed and ready to party. Apparently, everyone else felt the same way. As
we roamed around the house, celebratory beverages in hand, we could hear the friendly buzz of conversation and feel the sense of
camaraderie from the whole group. Many of the members were regaling club stories from the past, as well as discussing recent
experiences and plans for the future. It was obvious from the bursts of laughter that the members were having fun and enjoying the
evening. The excellent food brought by the members and the free-flowing adult beverages were beneficial lubricants to a quite lovely
evening.
One observation: Yonda and Stephen invited some friends and neighbors to the gathering who added to the fun and conversation of
this club event. Doing so might have enticed them to want to become members themselves after having met some of the really fine
people who comprise the SGC membership. We should do that more often whenever we host a party.
Thanks to the generosity and congeniality of Yonda and Stephen, I left the party mellower about the holidays than I have ever been
(and no, it wasn’t just because of the wine! ) much to my pleasant surprise, and I know that I was not alone. In short, a hearty thank
you to Yonda and Stephen for opening their lovely, warm home for the benefit of SGC participants. We will go to a party at your
house anytime! Bill Schiavo
I would like to thank our guests; Allie Pijacki, Village Association President, and Trustee Len Emma for your support and for
working with the Garden club. I would also like to thank Roger Pijacki, former Mayor, Anne Marie Emma, Barbara Kullen, Cathy
Donahue, who made the Gingerbread House, and husband Tom Spier, for adding to the evenings conversations, laughter and fun.

Sustainable Long Island’s
4th Annual Sustainability All-Star
Awards
December 7, 2016
Honoring the lives and legacy of
Amy Hagedorn and Ruth Negrón-Gaines

On Wednesday, December 7th Sustainable Long Island hosted its 4th Annual
Sustainability All-Star Awards at the beautiful Carlyle On The Green in Farmingdale,
New York. This year Sustainable Long Island honored the lives and legacy of Amy
Hagedorn and Ruth Negrón-Gaines. Amy and Ruth demonstrated year round that helping
underprivileged neighborhoods and our youth is not just an investment in the longevity of
sustainable development, but a guaranteed solution to eradicating the economic problems we
are challenged with daily.
Sustainable Long Island’s Sustainability All-Star Awards annually show how important
it is to recognize Long Island leaders in the field of sustainability. Committed leaders have
become All-Stars throughout the sustainability sector of Long Island by helping
disadvantaged communities, implementing various projects and programs, engaging Long
Islanders directly to help foster relationships and build capacity, and dedicating themselves
and their affiliated organizations to advance sustainability initiatives Island-wide.
Leaders in the field of sustainability demonstrate All-Star characteristics by:
•
•
•

Helping disadvantaged communities by implementing innovative projects and
programs;
Engaging Long Islanders directly to help foster relationships and build
capacity;
Dedicating themselves and their affiliated organizations to advance
sustainability initiatives Island-wide.
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In the Gard en, W e K now …

People are turning to their gardens
not to consume but to actively
create, not to escape from reality
but to observe it closely. In doing
this
they
experience
the
connectedness of creation and the
profoundest sources of being. That
the world we live in and the
activity of making it are one
seamless whole is something that
we may occasionally glimpse. In
the garden, we know. Carol Williams,
Bringing a Garden to Life, 1998

I'll plant and water, sow and weed, Till not
an inch of earth shows brown, And take a
vow of each small seed To grow to greenness
and renown: And then some day you'll pass
my way, See gold and crimson, bell and star,
And catch my garden's soul, and say: "How
sweet these cottage gardens are!"
Edith Nesbit, the poem Seed-Time and Harvest
from the Pomander of Verse, 1895

I don't think we'll ever know all there
is to know about gardening, and I'm
just as glad there will always be some
magic about it! - Barbara Damrosch

Gardens are not created or made, they unfold,
spiraling open like the silk petals of an evening
primrose flower to reveal the ground plot of the
mind and heart of the gardener and the good
earth. - Wendy Johnson, Green Gulch Farm Zen
Center, 2000
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“If you wish to make anything grow, you must
understand it, and understand it in a very real
sense. ‘Green fingers’ are a fact, and a
mystery only to the unpracticed. But green
fingers are the extensions of a verdant
heart.” ~ Russell Page, The Education Of A
Gardener

Thank you Pat, for being there for the club. You
have given freely of your time, talents, creativity and
guidance for the past three years as President. The
Shoreham Garden Club is a better club due to your
dedication! We thank you with all our heart!

OTHER EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS
Newsletter Editor
Past President
Program Co-Chairs

Yonda Ashley
Kate Ventura
Virginia Ryan, trips
Sheila Sussman

APPOINTED POSITIONS
Community Projects
Historian
Hospitality
Publicity
Scholarship
Technology/Website
Ways and Means/Sunshine
ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Judy Faraone
Mary Ann Oberdorf
Carol Eibs
Ginny Ryan
Pat Thompson
Joanne Johnson
Virginia Ryan
Elaine Squires
Charlotte Mansfield
Sheila Sussman
Jo Alio
Carol Willen

Shoreham Garden Club
P.O. Box 323
Shoreham, NY 11786
The S horeham G ard en
Club w a s org aniz ed in 19 29
Chart ered in 19 49

Look for us on:
Facebook
Website:
http://shorehamgardenclub.com/

I have never had so many good ideas day after day as when I
worked in the garden.” ~ John Erskine

Every garden is unique with a multitude of choices of soils,
plants and themes. Finding your garden theme is as easy as
seeing what brings a smile to your face -- Teresa Watkins
May Your Gardens Bring You Smiles in 2017

