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President’ s Message

2011 Scholarship Award

Diana Fuchs

Diana Fuchs

The garden club has been
buzzing with a lot of activity
over the last couple of
months. We had our most
successful Plant/Tag sale
EVER making $578 to help
support our community
programs, awarded a $1,000 scholarship
award to a graduating Shoreham-Wading
River senior, finished up our community
program, had one of the best Mid-Summer
Night Garden parties I have been to and
toured some amazing gardens on Long
Island. All of this and the year is only half
over.
I would like to welcome our three newest
members Vibeke Arnmark, Judy Faraone
and Kate Ventura.
I really enjoyed
spending time starting to get to know these
fun ladies. I look forward to more laughs in
the future.
For those of you who are not aware, our
former President and current Shoreham
Garden Club newsletter editor Vicki McLane
has been fighting cancer. My thoughts and
prayers go out to her, Peter and their family.
Please feel free to reach out to Vicki and
Peter. They enjoy hearing from everyone
and appreciate the support they have been
given. Hang in their Vicki!
Hope everyone enjoys the rest of their
summer, stay cool and see you in
September.

Carol Willen, on behalf of the Shoreham
Garden Club, awarded the 2011 scholarship
to Michelle Gostic, a well deserving senior
from Shoreham – Wading River High
School. Michelle took nearly every A.P.
course offered over three years and excelled
in all of them including Environmental
Science, Physics and Calculus. In addition,
she played a varsity sport every season and
still found time to participate in Mathletes
and Natural Helpers. In the summer of
2010, Michelle spent time in the Dominican
Republic with a volunteer group building a
community center and working in a summer
camp. It is no surprise that this wellrounded amd very impressive young woman
was named the salutatorian of her
graduating class. This fall Michelle will be
attending Cornell University to study
Environmental Engineering. We wish
Michelle the best of luck in all her future
endeavors.
2011 Executive Board
President – Diana Fuchs
Vice-President – Pat Thompson
Secretary – Gloria Affatato
Treasurer – Sheila Sussman
Newsletter Editor – Vicki McLane
Program Chair – Carol Ryan
Past President – Vicki McLane
Next Board Meeting
September 6

Midsummer Night Garden Party
Diana Fuchs
A very big thank you to Ronnie and Bill
Schiavo for opening up their home to host
this year’s Mid-Summer Night Garden Party.
Everyone seemed to have such a wonderful
time and I was thrilled with the amount of
people that came. Good food, conversation
and lots of laughs made this party a
success. I guess the many bottles of wine
that we drank could have contributed to the
good time too.
We also had a special guest Paula from the
Patchogue Garden Club, who I was very
glad to have had the opportunity to get to
know better. I wonder if we are going to be
able to top this party next year?

Above: Gloria
Affatato and her
guest Joe with
Yvette Nathaniel
Middle: Jo Alio
Below: Viebeke
Arnmark and
Cathy Silverstein

Barbara Foley, Mimi Oberdorf and Sheila Sussman

Mid-Summer Night Garden Party
Planning Committee

Our happy hosts Ronnie and Bill Schiavo

A special thank you to the following
people that participated on the
committee to help organize and
contributed personally to this year’s
event:
Madeline Windsor
Gloria Affatato
Denise Mullady
Ronnie Schiavo
BilI Schiavo
Diana Fuchs

Shoreham Garden Club Events Schedule 2011
Date

Time

Event

Sep. 17 (Sat.)

9:30 a.m.

Bayard Arboretum

Oct. 15 (Sat.)

10:00 a.m.

General Meeting/Speaker, George Schwender,
Composting, North Shore Public Library.

Nov. 19 (Sat.)

10:30 a.m.

Member Workshop (Diana Fuchs’ house)

Dec. 4 (Sun.)

3:00 p.m.

Holiday Party (Pat & Charlie Thompson)

Garden Tours
Carol Ryan
On June 12th, we took a tour of Old
Westbury Gardens. The rose garden was in
full bloom, and it was breathtaking. Clematis
and roses were entwined on a rambling
arbor constructed of natural tree branches.
On the grounds, there is a charming
thatched cottage that was originally a
playhouse for the children. Everywhere you
looked there was something to delight your
eyes. We had a picnic lunch under the trees
at the “Café in the Woods” on the grounds.
It was a wonderful visit to this treasure that
is so close to home.
Our next stop was the Japanese Stroll
Gardens in Mill Neck. We were met by a
guide that gave us information about the
plantings and design of the garden and its
history. It was originally planted by John P.
Hume for his own personal use, but is now
open to the public. As we strolled thru the
wooded stone paths, we came to a
Japanese teahouse with a tea garden, a
waterfall and koi pond where we were able
to feed the fish. You could truly feel the
tranquility and serenity of the garden.
On July 9th, we toured the Garden
Conservancyʼs Open Days program. We
began at the garden of Dennis Schrader &
Bill Smith of Mattituck.

The garden is set in the heart of the North
Fork wine region. The deck, porches and
stone terraces were filled with hundreds of
tropical container plantings. There were
beautiful “garden rooms” at the end of every
path. The garden is filled with rustic arbors,
trellises, stonewalls, there is even a
secluded tiki hut. In the gardens there is a
natural clay pond with a stream and bridge,
a banana grove complete with rope
hammock for relaxing. You canʼt imagine
anything like it on Long Island.
Next was the garden of Maurice & Ellen
Coster Isaac. They have an early 19th
century country farmhouse with extensive
plantings. They had unusual combinations
of bulbs, perennials, trees, shrubs and
annuals surrounding the grounds. There is
a path that leads to a swimming pool and
beautiful plantings as well as a restored
barn. Adjacent to the barn is an arbor
planted with wisteria and clematis with an
extensive view of the nearby vineyards.
Our third stop was the garden of Manfred
and Roberta Lee. The garden is located in
the village of Cutchogue. They have a
Victorian house and outbuildings surrounded
by numerous rare and unusual shrubs and
beautiful perennial gardens. The owner
herself, who gave us a wealth of information
regarding the plantings, gave us a tour.

Community Projects
Sheila Sussman
Our community project this year was in
cooperation with residents of the group
home at 80 Randall Road, Wading River.
This is one of many homes in Suffolk County
run by Aid for the Developmentally Disabled.
Pat Thompson and I met with the home
manager, Claudia Hamilton, on May 9th to
discuss the work. From mid-May through
July 1st, together with the help of the
residents, we trimmed, dug, weeded,
composted, transplanted, watered, and
planted garden beds and containers with a
variety of perennials and kitchen herbs. We
hope the garden will continue to bring the
residents pleasure and satisfaction over the
coming months and years. Sincere thanks
go to our generous club members who
brought
tools,
energy,
know-how,
enthusiasm and joy to this worthwhile
project: Jo Alio, Carole Eibs, Diana Fuchs,
Bob Kavanaugh, Lorraine Maddalena,
Denise Mullady, Yvette Nathaniel, Carol and
Ed Ryan, Bill and Ronnie Schiavo, Pat
Thompson and Carol Willen. Thank you all!

Diana Fuchs and Carol Willen having fun
weeding.

Committees

Pat Thompson, Yvette Nathaniel and Claudia
Hamilton (Manager of the group home)

Community Projects: Sheila Sussman
Horticulture: Barbara Foley
Hospitality: Bill Schiavo, Peter Kahn &
Charlie Thompson
Membership: Pat Thompson, Elaine
Squires, Carol Ryan & Vicki McLane
Plant Resources: Yvette Nathaniel
Publicity: Ronnie Schiavo
Scholarship: Carol Willen
Sunshine: Elaine Squires
Ways and Means: Jo Alio
Webmaster & Historian: Mimi Oberdorf
Advisory Committee: Vicki McLane,
Kathy DiPierro, Barbara Foley,
Cathy Silverstein

