
I love the Winter gar-

den…how about you? 

Thought I’d walk 

through the snow-

covered streets of 

Wading River over to 

the Schiavo’s wood-

land or Judy Faraone’s 

Victorian and take a 

few pictures of their 

beautiful winter 

scapes. What a photo 

moment!!!  All I need-

ed was a deer to ap-

pear for enhancement 

(in my mind’s eye). 
 

The different shapes of 

the evergreens hug 

 the perimeter while 

the leafless trees 

spread their brances in 

all different directions 

offering somewhat in-

nocent and peaceful 

views.  I know from 

many of your homes 

I’ve visited over the 

years,  you know what 

I’m talking about. The 

view especially from 

inside is another look 

at our passion.  Seems 

 everyone and every-

thing is settlin’ in for a 

Winter’s rest and reju-

venation…stay warm. 
 

Jean 

During what we con-

sider the bleakest time 

of year, our club kept 

busy: great Holiday 

Party in December and 

a Pot Luck Dinner in 

February. 
 

As I sat and looked out 

at the falling snow, the 

winter landscape holds 

its own charm and in-

terest. The holly trees 

still with red berries, 

the rhododendrons 

with leaves that curl 

up in really cold 

weather and unfurl as 

the weather moderates, 

hydrangeas with some 

flowers still attached 

and all the other inter-

estingly shaped trees 

and bushes. 
   

Also, the birds that 

come to the feeders: 

chickadees, cardinals, 

blue jay, crows and 

some I don’t know. 

The snow and stark 

landscape make them 

stand out and they are 

really beautiful. 
  

All of the above 

doesn’t keep me from 

thinking about the  

article in the Newsday 

about companion 

planting and how I 

will use the ideas in 

my own garden this 

coming spring. I’m 

getting excited all over 

again with the garden-

ing season coming up 

fast and I can’t wait to 

put the winter boots 

away and take out the 

garden tools. 

COME ON SPRING!! 
Pat 
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…....The idea of “companion planting” has been around for thousands of years, during which time it has be-

come so besmirched with bad science and metaphysics that many gardeners aren’t sure what it means. The cur-

rent definition goes something like this: Companion planting is the establishment of two or more species in 

close proximity so that some cultural benefit, such as pest control or increased yield, may be achieved. 

 

 …….Reaping the benefits of companion planting is possible, though, as long as you look to time-tested crop 

combinations. (See our chart of Proven Companion Planting Combos for spring, summer and fall.)  
 

Using Plants to Manage Pests and Weeds 

Some gardeners use companion planting to deter all manner of garden pests, such as planting hedges of mari-

golds to deter rabbits or using rattail radishes to confuse squash vine borers. In our online Pest Control Survey, 

the gardeners who reported the most success with companion planting to discourage pests used a single tech-

nique: “growing tons of flowers,” with borage, calendula, dill, sweet alyssum, and herbs such as basil, garlic 

chives and oregano named most frequently. 
 

Several scientific studies have confirmed these and other flowering plants help reduce pest problems, particu-

larly if your garden is troubled by early-season aphids or other small sucking insects, which are primary food 

sources for hoverfly larvae. Hoverflies are active, early-season aphid predators (before aphid-eating ladybeetles 

take over later in the season). Scientists have found that hovering in midair requires so much energy that hover-

flies tend to stick close to nectar sources, so if you lure them in with the right plants, they’re likely to stay all 

summer. Cilantro (coriander) and fennel flowers are strong hoverfly attractants, as are Greek oregano, sweet 

alyssum, and many other herbs and flowers. 
 

You can also use companion planting to draw the attention of birds, which eat a wide variety of garden insects. 

In a recent study conducted at four organic farms in Florida, sunflowers interplanted with collard greens, kale, 

summer squash, tomatoes and five other vegetable crops doubled the number of insect-eating birds that visited 

the garden plots. The birds used the sunflowers as hunting perches, then hopped down to feed on cabbage-

worms, grasshoppers and other small insects, including flea beetles. Could there be an easier, more beautiful 

way to reduce pest problems before they start? 
 

Finally, one of the finest benefits of finding plant associations that work well for your garden is using them to 

keep weeds under control. Slower-growing, upright plants (such as onions and parsnips) can be nursed along 

with companion crops of baby greens, which are much more rewarding to pull than weeds. In some situations, 

however, even weeds may become desirable companion plants. Several MOTHER EARTH NEWS readers 

have reported using redroot pigweed as a trap crop for cucumber beetles and Mexican bean beetles. In some 

locations, wild mustards can work as trap crops for flea beetles in spring. 
 

Companion planting for pest control purposes deserves close scrutiny and the willingness to trust your own ex-

perience over what you read in books. Planting basil with tomatoes sounds good, but the pairing does little to 

deter tomato hornworms (its intended purpose), and the basil eventually suffers from light deprivation. The 

combination also fails below ground, where the two plants grow on the same schedule and therefore take up 

nutrients at the same time. Radishes and cilantro may be wiser choices as pals for your tomatoes, because each 

make a quick crop before the tomatoes need more space, and a few radish or cilantro plants can be left behind 

to attract beneficial insects as they flower. 

 

http://www.motherearthnews.com/organic-gardening/companion-planting-zm0z11zhun.aspx  

By Barbara Pleasant  

 

COMPANION PLANTING WITH VEGETABLES AND FLOWERS...an excerpt 

http://www.motherearthnews.com/organic-gardening/companion-planting-chart-zm0z11zhun.aspx
http://www.motherearthnews.com/organic-gardening/pest-control-survey-advice-z10zb0zsto.aspx
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A new year typically brings about resolutions right? Be they for losing weight, being more organized or 

simply an overall "being better" wish, resolutions are good goals to have. 

Gardeners are no exception to wishing for the better; better gardens, better planning, better record-keeping, 

etc. Following are five resolutions that we wish every gardener, no matter their level of expertise, will em-

brace in 2013: (2014) 

 

 I will not blame myself for gardening failures. Oftentimes, Mother Nature is not our friend when it comes 

to gardening. Or life gets in the way. We do not want you to despair! Simply try again and learn from ex-

perience. Your garden, and your gardening friends, are both extremely forgiving. 

 

 I will not be afraid to ask questions. How else can you learn? Take advantage of the experience of your 

neighbor, your aunt, the garden center employee or the local extension agent. If they are like typical gar-

den fanatics, they will appreciate your interest and be flattered that you want to learn from them. And 

learn you will! 

 

 I will try something new. This is kind of a no-brainer, right? Have you ever met a gardener who didn't 

want the newest of the new, for bragging rights if nothing else? But what about really new...like a new 

growing style or completely new crop of vegetables. Cruise around on Pinterest and we guarantee you'll 

find something irresistible that's out of your usual comfort zone. 

 

 I will share my passion. We've done and seen studies that show many of today's gardeners got their start 

by learning from someone else, usually a parent or grandparent. Can you be that mentor? Will you be the 

reason your son or daughter serves homegrown vegetables to your grandchildren? Can you be the reason 

your neighbor plants window boxes for the first time? 

 

 I will embrace nature and garden for the birds, the bees and the butterflies (and the bats too!). One of the 

most enjoyable benefits of having a garden is being able to enjoy the beautiful creatures who visit it. So 

plan your flowers and vegetables with that in mind then sit back and enjoy the show. 

 

Feel free to steal these resolutions for your own, we won't mind!  

 

Let's Go Garden! 

 

     National Garden Bureau 

 

RESOLUTIONS FOR GARDENERS 



 

Spring is a miraculous experience. The 

whole world comes alive after the win-

ter in which it seemed that everything 

was dead. The world comes filled with 

color and the scent of delicious green-

ery. The world that seemed so dull and 

cold has come alive once again. Little 

did we know that beneath the cold hard 

ground the plants and trees were prepar-

ing for rebirth. Spring gives us hope for 

rejuvenation in our own lives as well. 

Spring is a time to renew the excitement 

and zest for life that lives inside.  
 
Family Friend Poems 

POETRY CORNER 

If your purse no longer bulges 

   and you've lost your golden treasure, 

If at times you think you're lonely 

   and have hungry grown for pleasure, 

Don't sit by your hearth and grumble, 

   don't let mind and spirit harden. 

If it's thrills of joy you wish for 

   get to work and plant a garden!  

 

 

If it's drama that you sigh for, 

   plant a garden and you'll get it 

You will know the thrill of battle 

   fighting foes that will beset it 

If you long for entertainment and 

   for pageantry most glowing, 

Plant a garden and this summer spend 

   your time with green things growing. 

 

If it's comradeship you sight for, 

    learn the fellowship of daisies. 

You will come to know your neighbor 

    by the blossoms that he raises; 

If you'd get away from boredom 

    and find new delights to look for, 

Learn the joy of budding pansies 

    which you've kept a special nook for.  

 

If you ever think of dying 

    and you fear to wake tomorrow 

Plant a garden! It will cure you 

   of your melancholy sorrow; 

Once you've learned to know peonies, 

    petunias, and roses, 

You will find every morning 

    some new happiness discloses.   

  Edgar Guest 
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Spring makes its own statement, so loud and clear 

that the gardener seems to be only one of the in-

struments, not the composer.   

                          Geoffrey B. Charlesworth 



Calendar of Events 
 

                 
 March 15th: General Meeting 10 am: Location Shoreham Public Library 

 Program  starts 11am "What's that Bird in My Garden?" given by Susan Krause 

  

 April 8th: Executive Board Meeting: 7:00 pm Location: Pat Thompson’s home 
 

 April 12th: General Meeting: 10 am Location: Shoreham Public Library 

 

 May 6th: Executive Board Meeting: 7:00 pm Location: Jean Ozol’s home 

 

 May TBA: Duck Pond Day 

 

 June 7th: Club Trip TBA 

 

 June 14th: Plant and Tag Sale, 7:00 am—Noon, Peter Kahn’s home 

 

 June 20th: Midsummer Night’s Garden Party, 5:00 pm, Location TBA 
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…..and Out of Our Garden Club!!!! 
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It won’t be long…..from Neil Baggetts: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overwintering and propogating keeps Sheila Sussman going all winter:  

 

 

 

                                     Spring Garden & Flower Show 

                                           Hicks Nursery: 
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The Gardening Cook 

THE REAL MEANING OF PLANT CATALOG TERMINOLOGY:  

"A favorite of birds" means to avoid planting near cars, sidewalks, or clotheslines.  

"Grows more beautiful each year" means "Looks like roadkill for the foreseeable future." 

 "Zone 5 with protection" is a variation on the phrase "Russian roulette."  

"May require support" means your daughter's engineering degree will finally pay off.  

"Moisture-loving" plants are ideal for landscaping all your bogs and swamps.  

"Carefree" refers more to the plant's attitude than to your workload.  

"Vigorous" is code for "has a Napoleonic compulsion to take over the world."  

"Grandma's Favorite" -- until she discovered free-flowering, disease-resistant hybrids. 



Shoreham Garden Club 
P.O. Box 323 
Shoreham, NY 11786 
  

The Shoreham Garden 

Club was organized in 

1929 and  

Chartered in 1949 
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