
and the North Shore 

especially for its farm 

stands and wineries. 

Soon, pumpkin and 

apple pickers along 

with wine connois-

seurs and leaf peepers 

will fill our roads; cars 

will drive west with 

corn stalks and hay 

bales on their roofs 

after enjoying a day on 

the north fork. As a 

Garden Club I am sure 

each one of us shares 

the appreciation for the 

magnificent place we 

call home  —  Long 

Island in the Autumn 

is awesome! 
 

Hope to see you soon, 

                    Kate  

     As Autumn ap-

proaches I can’t help 

but reflect on the past 

three months with a 

smile. While Summer 

2013 brought it’s chal-

lenges including above 

average temperatures 

(HOT, HOT, HOT) 

accompanied by un-

comfortable humidity 

and some pretty awe-

some thunderstorms, it 

was truly a summer to 

be remembered and no 

doubt was enjoyed by 

many. With the sun 

shining brightly, our 

gardens, along with 

plants and trees bear-

ing fruits, and vegeta-

bles alike, prospered. 
 

     Members of the 

Shoreham Garden 

Club were busy,      

despite challenges 

from the weather; 

members visited the 

colorful Day Lily   

gardens of member 

Barbara Goldstein and 

the lovely woodland 

garden of member 

Jean Ozol. Our Annual 

Mid Summer Garden 

Party, hosted this year 

by Member Peter 

Kahn, was attended by 

40 members and 

guests, with prizes for 

imaginative and favor-

ite hats going to Tim 

Johnson and Jean 

Ozol. We also raffled 

off two original paint-

ings donated by artist/

member Ronnie  

Schiavo; the two lucky 

winners were member 

Yvette Nathaniel and 

guest Charlotte   

Mansfield. We have 

several meetings and 

events scheduled 

through December so 

please check our  web-

site for dates.  
 

     Long Island is 

known for many things 
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If you are looking for an easy care, native ornamental plant to add color to 

the late fall and early winter landscape, consider the winterberry.  Also 

known as winterberry holly or North American holly (Ilex verticillata), this 

relative of the evergreen hollies is “deciduous” (losing its leaves in winter). It 

loses its dull green leaves in autumn, leaving an abundance of attractive  

scarlet berries on every stem and branch. These are attractive in arrangements, or just left in the landscape, if 

they aren’t devoured by birds.  

 

Winterberry is hardy for USDA hardiness zones 4 to 9 (to -20F average minimum temperature in winter, or 

lower), which includes much of New England except for the coldest regions. Plant in full sunlight. This plant 

prefers acidic to slightly acidic, wet soil-- conditions which mimic its natural habitat. Planting it near a pond or 

stream is perfect. However, it also can be grown in drier soil or partial shade, though may not spread as 

much.  It is ideal for wildlife landscaping as its dense, twiggy growth provides nesting sites for song-

birds.  Fruit are eaten by red squirrels, cedar waxwings, catbirds, thrushes, and other birds. It is surprisingly 

disease-resistant, prone only to occasional leaf spots or powdery mildew.  

             

One thing to keep in mind is that you will need to plant both male and female plants for fruit production. Pur-

chase at least one male plant for every three to four female plants, and plant close together. You also need to 

think about placement in the garden as this shrub is at its most attractive stage from September through mid-

winter when its branches are covered with brightly colored berries.  In summer, this plant has only tiny white 

flowers. Leaves are pale to dark green and elliptical to round in shape, depending on cultivar.  

                        

'Winter Red' is a favorite for cutting for arrangements as it is multi-stemmed with an abundance of bright red, 

medium-sized berries and dark green leaves that turn bronze in autumn. It can grow to nine feet tall. 'Winter 

Gold' has a similar growth habit and produces attractive peach to gold-orange berries that get paler as they 

age.  A good male cultivar for pollinating these is ‘Southern Gentleman”.  For a low hedge or mass planting, 

choose 'Red Sprite' with its tight branching and mature height of only 3 to 5 feet, which you may also find as 

‘Nana’. It was the 2010 Holly of the Year of  the Holly Society of America.   'Afterglow' too is rather low, only 

reaching about 6 feet at most, and has lovely orange-red berries. ‘Jim Dandy’ is a good male pollinator for 

these, as well as for the 5-foot ‘Maryland    Beauty’, the 8-foot ‘Stoplight’, or the 9- to 10-foot ‘Jolly Red’. 

‘Maryland Beauty’ has dense cluster of dark red fruit along stem, developing color early.   It is the cultivar often 

grown commercially for its cut stems, and was Holly of the Year for 2008. ‘Jolly Red’ is an older cultivar, orig-

inally from Connecticut, with large berries.  ‘Stoplight’ and  ‘Hopperton’ are names for the same plant—a new-

er cultivar with deep red fruit.  

             

‘Sparkleberry’ is a hybrid of the winterberry species with an Asian species, the finetooth holly (serrata), bred 

in the 1970’s by the USDA.  The result is a shrub, 10- to 12-feet high, with young leaves that are plum colored, 

and large glossy fruit that ripen early.  But it is not as hardy (USDA zone 6 reliably, or -10F) as the other win-

terberries.  Use the hybrid cultivar ‘Apollo’ for pollination.  

WINTERBERRY: OUR NATIVE HOLLY  
                                                       Dr. L. Perry, Univ. of Vermont  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=3kebw9EAbyT6oM&tbnid=QjG0sLrdmY3U0M:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.examiner.com%2Farticle%2Fwinterberry-holly-ilex-verticillata-birds-love-the-berries-and-so-will-you&ei=zcM3UsyeD67b4A


July 9th Member’s Garden Tour 
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Thanks to Jean Ozol and Barbara Goldstein for so generously opening their gardens to us in the July heat. 

Those of us who joined the tour were entranced, enthused and rendered almost speechless at the amount of 

work that went into these gardens. 

  Jean’s 

  Jean’s 

Barbara’s 

Barbara’s 



Summer Evening 
                  by John Clare 

 

The frog half fearful jumps across the path, 

And little mouse that leaves its hole at eve 

Nimbles with timid dread beneath the swath; 

My rustling steps awhile their joys deceive, 

Till past,—and then the cricket sings more strong, 

And grasshoppers in merry moods still wear 

The short night weary with their fretting song. 

Up from behind the molehill jumps the hare, 

Cheat of his chosen bed, and from the bank 

The yellowhammer flutters in short fears 

From off its nest hid in the grasses rank, 

And drops again when no more noise it hears. 

Thus nature's human link and endless thrall, 

Proud man, still seems the enemy of all.  

 

"Summer Evening" by John Clare, from Poems. © Ulan Press, 
2012. Reprinted with permission.  

 

“Flowers have spoken to me 

more than I can tell in written 

words. They are the hieroglyph-

ics of angels, loved by all men 

for the beauty of the character, 

though few can decypher even 

fragments of their meaning.” 

  Lydia M. Child 

 

(From Let Your Soul Blossom 

       By Marilyn Signorelli) 

POETRY CORNER 

My Wife the Gardener 
 

She dug the plot on Monday – 

the soil was rich and fine, 

She forgot to thaw out dinner – 

so we went out to dine... 

She planted roses Tuesday – 

she says they are a must, 

They really are quite lovely 

but she quite forgot to dust. 

On Wednesday it was daisies – 

they opened up with sun, 

All whites and pinks and yellows – 

but the laundry wasn’t done... 

The poppies came on Thursday - 

a bright and cherry red, 

I guess she really was engrossed – 

she never made the bed... 

It was violets on Friday – 

in colours she adores, 

It never bothered her at all – 

all crumbs upon the floors 

I hired a maid on Saturday – 

my week is now complete, 

My wife can garden all she wants – 

the house will still be neat! 

It’s nearly lunchtime Sunday – 

and I cannot find the maid, 

Oh no! I don’t believe it! 

She’s out there WITH THE SPADE! 

lessonsfromthegarden-jen.blogspot.com 
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Calendar of Events 
 

 Sept 17th Members’ trip to High Line Park, New York City http://

www.thehighline.org/ (Contact Carol Ryan for more information.) After the 

Highline, we will be heading out for lunch, and then onto Chelsea Market. 
 

 September 21st:  General Meeting and speaker at the Shoreham Shore Public  

Library, 10am. Our speaker will be Ann Carpenter, a master gardener from    

Cornell, her presentation will be "Bulbs for All Seasons".   
 

 TBA: Community Project - Wading River Duck Pond parking lot beautification.   

      Co-chairs: Judy Faraone and Barbara Goldstein.  
 

 September 29th: New Members’ Reception. Kate Ventura’s home, 5:00 p.m.  Light refreshments  

      will be served. 
 

 October 19th: Members Workshop-Plant Swap & Fall Tasting, hosted by Judy Faraone.  

      11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
 

 November 5th: Executive Board Meeting, Kate Ventura’s, 7pm 
 

 November 9th: General Meeting and speaker at the Shoreham Public Library, 10am. Our speaker will be 

one of our members, Bill Schiavo, his presentation will be  "Deer Resistant and Drought Resistant Garden-

ing". 

 

 December 1st: Holiday Party, location and time TBA 
 

 December 15th: Newsletter contributions to Gerri Abelson for the winter issue 
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                 Drying Herbs 

 

(From Fine Gardening 123, pp. 56-59)  Drying 

your herbal bounty   couldn't be easier. It can be 

done by either hanging the herbs in bunches or 

laying them in shallow baskets or on screens. In 

this video, culinary herbalist Susan Belsinger 

demonstrates her technique for harvesting and 

preserving herbs. 

 

There’s also a very informative printable article 

in The Vegetable 

Gardener on the subject. This is the link:                                             

http://www.vegetablegardener.com/item/2701/

how-to-dry-herbs 

http://www.thehighline.org/
http://www.thehighline.org/
http://www.susanbelsinger.com/
http://www.vegetablegardener.com/item/2701/how-to-dry-herbs
http://www.vegetablegardener.com/item/2701/how-to-dry-herbs


Fall Gardening Chores for Zone 7  
 Plant ornamental grasses and perennial plants 

 Plant winter pansies and fall annuals (calendula, dianthus, ornamental cabbage and kale)  

 Plant peonies 

 Divide peonies, bearded iris and other spring- and summer-blooming perennials. 

 Plant fall-blooming bulbs  to brighten up fading window boxes, planters and in drifts among         

ornamental grasses 

 Continue to harvest herbs, grasses and flowers for drying 

 Plant bareroot trees and shrubs 

 Set out cool-weather vegetable transplants, including salad greens, broccoli, kale and cabbage 

 Plant garlic and leeks 

 Prune cane fruits such as raspberries and blackberries 
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Plant Sale Follow-up received further funds over the summer bringing this year’s total to $625 

Community Project  
 

Hip hip hooray our community project in Wading River is now complete! On September 10, 11 and 12, Carole 

Eibs, Jean Ozol, Carol and Ed Ryan, Sheila Sussman, Pat Thompson, Barbara Goldstein, myself, and several 

Cornell Master Gardeners embarked on a huge undertaking.  We  turned a neglected strip of land around the 

Wading River duck pond parking lot into a beautifully landscaped place.  We purchased peat moss, manure, 

lime, blood meal and bone meal to enrich the soil at the Home Depot.  We went to Felix, a wholesale nursery 

in Riverhead,  and bought  10 White Out roses and 5 Japanese Silver Grass.  Felix donated many perenni-

als.   Wading River Nursery was very generous and donated over 30 plants and shrubs. To add a finishing 

touch, we purchased 3 yards of mulch. For those of you who do not know,  a yard of mulch fills the back of 

my pickup. Karen, the owner, was extremely helpful and I hope you will remember Wading River Nursery on 

North Country Road for your gardening needs.  
 

As we dug in the dirt we enjoyed each others company and sang along  to the sounds of the 60's and 70's on 

my IPod.  Several motorists stopped  to offer their thanks and volunteer to help keep the garden going.  This is 

a project the community will enjoy for years to come and it is my hope that our club will continue to help care 

for it.  
 

Thanks go out to Barbara Goldstein, who was at my side throughout the planning, purchasing, and digging, 

and also to my trusty pick-up truck!           Submitted by Judy Faraone 



You might be a gardening geek if  .... 
 

1. Your neighbors recognize you with your pajamas, rubber clogs and a cup of coffee. 

2. You have to wash your hair to get your fingernails clean. 

3. You are fluent in Botanical Latin and Greek. 

4. Your spouse becomes conversant in botanical names. 

5. You are supremely grateful that your spouse speaks Botanical because your memory is not              

improving. 

6. Your priority reading matter is plant and seed catalogs. 

7. Every room in your house has note pads or slips of paper with gardening To-Do lists. 

8. Every bathroom in your house contains garden catalogues. 

9. If you are attending a party outdoors, you are more likely to be roaming than conversing.  

10. You grab other people’s banana peels, coffee grinds, apple cores, etc. for your compost pile.  

11. When seen exiting a summer produce store, you will likely be carrying garbage bags full of        

discarded corn husks for your compost. 

12. Soil test results actually mean something. 

13. You check the weather forecast more often than most things. 

14. Running out of super phosphate, dried manure, lime or coarse builders sand is a major catastrophe.  

15. You can never ever account for all your trowels or pairs of snippers. 

16. A miner’s lamp-hat is one of your prized possessions, for nighttime planting. 

17. You buy a bigger truck so that you can haul more mulch and manure. 

18. The bigger truck you buy is a 4×4 so that you can truck in rocks from the country.  

19. You find great satisfaction in crushing Japanese beetles, lily beetles, slugs and snails. 

20. You can be found at night, roaming your garden with a flashlight and a container of salt, for slugs.  

21. You dumpster-dive for narcissus bulbs after commercial landscapers remove them to plant annuals.  
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Shoreham Garden Club 
P.O. Box 323 

Shoreham, NY 11786 

  

The Shoreham Garden 

Club was organized in 

1929 and  

Chartered in 1949 
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